ecosSource

Growing a Green Community

Ecosource’s Peel Creek Activator Program Receives Support through the
Government of Ontario’s Great Lakes Local Action Fund

NEWS December 9,2022
Region of Peel —Ecosource’s Peel Creek Activator Program is receiving $29,946 in funding

through the Great Lakes Local Action Fund to help build healthier communities while
protecting and improving the health of Lake Ontario and its connecting waterways.

Ecosource’s Peel Creek Activator Program supports implementation of Ontario’s Great Lakes
Strategy to engage residents in the Region of Peel in environmental education and park
stewardship activities within the tributaries of Lake Ontario.

The program will empower residents to protect and restore local watersheds in Peel by
leading community tree plantings and shoreline cleanups in heavily urbanized areas that
typically have large volumes of litter. We will also collaborate with Indigenous facilitators to
build participant awareness of Indigenous history and culture in these watersheds.

“Our government is proud to support Great Lakes projects by organizations like Ecosource,
who empower residents to protect and restore local watersheds in Peel Region,” said David
Piccini, Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks. “By working together and investing
in community projects like this one, we can continue to protect Ontario’s Great Lakes for
future generations.”

“We know that protection of the Great Lakes and their connecting rivers is an important part
of climate change action and education,” says Stephanie Rivera, a Program Manager with
Ecosource. “We are excited to mobilize volunteers through the Peel Creek Activator Program

to increase forest cover along Peel waterways and prevent litter from washing downstream to
Lake Ontario.”

The Peel Creek Activator Program sees the vital importance of building appreciation of
Indigenous history and culture through Indigenous teachings and knowledge sharing about
the land and water. This will help residents reflect upon the water that flows through their
community, its connections to Indigenous culture, and the obligations we all have as treaty
people to this land and each other.

This project is one of 38 community-based projects to receive $1.9 million in funding from the
Great Lakes Local Action Fund.
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QUICKFACTS

e Ecosource is an Ontario-based environmental charity that has been engaging
residents in hands-on education and action for the environment since 1979.

e In 2021, Ecosource engaged over 26,000 residents through more than 1,500
interactive sessions focused on waste reduction, urban agriculture, and youth
leadership, with over 12,360 volunteer hours contributed to environmental

stewardship through our programs.

e Since 2021, the province has invested $3.8 million through the Great Lakes Local

Action Fund to support 82 projects in communities across Ontario.

o | ~ , the Great Lakes Local Action Fund supported restoration projects that
engaged over 7,000 volunteers to help plant over 44,000 trees and 15,000 shrubs to
support diverse and resilient shoreline habitats. These projects helped clean up more

than 26,000 lbs of litter, and restore and protect over 860 acres of vital greenspace

and wetlands.

e 20 per cent of the world’s fresh surface water is found in the Great Lakes, making it

the largest lake system in the world.

e Ontario’s Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River shoreline is the longest freshwater

coastline in the world measuring 10,000 kilometres.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

e Learn more about Ecosource.
e Learn how Ontariois
e Learn more about the

MEDIA CONTACTS

Britt McKee
Executive Director, Ecosource
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