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EcoBuzz Conference Celebrates
Youth Leadership in Climate Action

Mississauga - On Thursday February 22, 2024, the Peel Environmental Youth Alliance held its annual
EcoBuzz Conference to inspire youth action for the environment. Hosted by the University of Toronto
Mississauga’s Department of Geography, Geomatics and Environment, the conference engaged
approximately 350 Grade 6-12 students and teachers representing more than 20 schools from across
Peel.

This year’s conference theme was “Bridging the Green Divide: Inclusive Environmentalism for All” and
organizers from the Peel Environmental Youth Alliance focused on highlighting diverse perspectives on
climate action throughout the program. The event engaged over 20 partners representing local
governments, universities, conservation authorities, community agencies, and youth-led environmental
groups, including Indigenous Knowledge Keepers and accessibility experts.

"When building a more sustainable future, it is crucial that we strive to create an inclusive environment
for everyone, as every individual deserves a healthy, green, environment. The EcoBuzz Conference is a
thought-provoking opportunity for youth to deepen their understanding through hands-on workshops
and engaging guest speakers." said Lily Bai, Peel Environmental Youth Alliance member.

Members of the Peel Environmental Youth Alliance welcomed Denise Miller, founder of Revitalizing our
Sustenance, as the keynote speaker. Denise shared her story of starting an Indigenous youth led
program to help provide Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth opportunities to learn about the
importance of sustainable agriculture practices and Haudenosaunee food systems through land-based
learning.

The youth were also excited to be greeted by Councillor Matt Mahoney who recognized the important
role youth play in climate action across the city and beyond. “You can certainly make a difference and
working together we can build a low carbon and resilient Mississauga.”

Youth who attended the conference left inspired to continue working to build a green and inclusive
community. Grace Tan, a member of the Peel Environmental Youth Alliance, shared how the conference
created a sense of community among youth around shared goals for the environment. “Witnessing the
dedication and creativity of my peers at EcoBuzz 2024 reaffirmed my belief in the ability of young
people to drive positive change for a sustainable future.”
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About Peel Environmental Youth Alliance

The Peel Environmental Youth Alliance (PEYA) is a regional network of hundreds of action-oriented
students in Peel concerned about environmental issues and determined to make positive change.
PEYA is a youth-initiated organization, guided by a student Executive Committee and supported by
Ecosource. For the 2023-2024 academic year, PEYA is generously funded by the Climate Impact
Fund and the Peterborough KM Hunter Foundation.
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