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EcoBuzz Conference Inspires Climate Action During
National Youth Week

Mississauga - On Thursday May 4, 2023, the Peel Environmental Youth Alliance held its annual EcoBuzz
Conference in partnership with Ecosource to inspire climate action during National Youth Week.
Returning to in-person for the first time since 2019, this year’s conference engaged approximately 300
Grade 6-12 students representing more than 20 schools from across Peel and was hosted at the
University of Toronto’s Mississauga Campus.

The conference was coordinated by members of the Peel Environmental Youth Alliance to provide a
youth-focused platform for networking, learning, and action on climate change. The event engaged over
20 partners representing local governments, universities, conservation authorities, community agencies,
and youth-led environmental groups to lead interactive workshops as well share opportunities for youth
to get involved in their community.

“Especially as youth, it is critical now more than ever to reflect and advocate for climate justice on all
fronts. In these interactive workshops, youth had a chance to learn about their interaction with the world’s
carbon footprint, waste reduction, ecosystems, and a plethora of other topics that help us think of the
environment in a different light,” said Ajayveer Singh Bedi and Saanvi Mogla, Peel Environmental Youth
Alliance executive members.

Members of the Peel Environmental Youth Alliance welcomed Abhay Singh Sachal, founder of Break the
Divide, as the keynote speaker. Abhay's address highlighted the theme of this year's conference,
interconnectedness, by showing how fostering empathy among youth can support students in taking
action on issues facing their communities.

The youth were also excited to be greeted by Mayor Bonnie Crombie who helped kick off the conference
by sharing her thoughts on the role youth play in the City of Mississauga’s Climate Change Action Plan.

“The youth of Mississauga are impassioned and unyielding in the fight against climate change. In 2019, a
local school group brought forward a motion to Mississauga City Council, declaring a climate emergency.
That same year, Council approved the City’s first comprehensive Climate Change Action Plan. Events
like the Ecobuzz Conference are important ways for youth to get informed and involved in order to drive
climate action”, said Bonnie Crombie, Mayor of Mississauga.
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By bringing together hundreds of students, the EcoBuzz Conference showcases the significant impact of
youth on climate change education and action in Peel. “National Youth Week is the perfect time to
highlight the leadership of youth on climate change. They have been at the forefront of this movement for
years, and we all need to listen to and act on what our youth leaders are telling us,” says Britt McKee,
Executive Director of Ecosource, the environmental organization that supports the Peel Environmental
Youth Alliance.

The Peel Environmental Youth Alliance hopes that student learning and action continues after the
conference ends. “We want students and educators to leave with the resources, education, and
inspiration to become stewards of their communities and implement meaningful environmental initiatives
at school and beyond!”

About Peel Environmental Youth Alliance

The Peel Environmental Youth Alliance (PEYA) is a regional network of hundreds of action-oriented
students in Peel concerned about environmental issues and determined to make positive change. PEYA
is a youth-initiated organization, guided by a student Executive Committee and supported by Ecosource.
For the 2022-2023 academic year, PEYA is generously funded by the Climate Impact Fundand
the Peterborough KM Hunter Foundation.

About Ecosource

Since 1979, Ecosource has developed and delivered creative education that inspires individuals to take
personal action for the environment. The charity focuses its efforts in Peel Region and works with
thousands of residents every year. Learn more at www.ecosource.ca.
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