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Ecosource Celebrates Successful Harvest of Over 12,500 |bs of Fresh
Food Thanks to $196,500 OTF Grant from Ontario Government

Mississauga, ON - On Wednesday evening, Ecosource proudly hosted a vibrant Harvest Party to
celebrate the remarkable contributions of local residents who collectively cultivated over 12,500 lbs of
fresh, culturally relevant food through its community gardens in 2023. The festivities took place at
Ecosource’s outdoor classroom at St. Hilary Elementary School and celebrated Ecosource’s impactful
role in environmental education in Mississauga over the past 45 years.

Representatives from local MPP Natalia Kusendova-Bashta were in attendance to spotlight the essential
support from a $196,500 Resilient Communities Fund grant from the provincial government’s Ontario
Trillium Foundation (OTF). Awarded over a 24-month period, the grant assisted Ecosource in rebuilding
and recovering from the challenges posed by COVID-19. This vital funding has empowered Ecosource
to expand access to community gardening and promote local, culturally appropriate food across priority
neighborhoods in Mississauga.

"l am moved by the incredible impact Ecosource has had on our community. Seeing over 12,500 pounds
of fresh, culturally relevant food grown by local residents is a testament to the power of grassroots
action. With support from the $196,500 Ontario Trillium Foundation grant, Ecosource is not only
addressing food security but also fostering a deep connection between our youth and the environment.
I'm proud of how this investment is empowering our community to embrace sustainable practices and
create a greener, more resilient future for generations to come,” said Natalia Kusendova-Bashta, MPP
for Mississauga Centre.

Through this initiative, Ecosource has launched several innovative projects aimed at engaging equity-
deserving groups, including:

e Spiral Gardening: In partnership with The Indigenous Network, this initiative celebrates
Indigenous gardening practices while fostering a deeper connection to the land.

e Multi-Level Garden Beds: Collaborating with Malton Neighbourhood Services, Ecosource has
developed inclusive garden beds that support intergenerational programs and encourage
participation from all community members.

e Gardening Kits: Over 120 balcony and indoor gardening kits have been distributed to priority
neighborhoods, empowering residents to grow their own food with guidance from youth leaders
from Community Living Mississauga.
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"This Harvest Party not only honors the hard work and dedication of our community, but also
underscores the vital importance of access to fresh, local food," said Britt McKee, Executive Director of
Ecosource. "We are immensely grateful for the support from the Ontario Trillium Foundation, which has
made these initiatives possible and continues to be instrumental in our mission to foster a sustainable
and resilient community."

Ecosource remains steadfast in its commitment to enhancing environmental education and providing
resources that empower residents to thrive for years to come. For more information about Ecosource
and its community gardening initiatives, please visit www.ecosource.ca.

About Ecosource

Since 1979, Ecosource has developed and delivered creative education that inspires individuals to take
personal action for the environment. The charity focuses its efforts in Peel Region and works with
thousands of residents every year. Learn more at www.ecosource.ca.

About Ontario Trillium Foundation

The Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) is an agency of the Ontario government with a mission to build
healthy and vibrant communities across the province. Last year, OTF invested more than $110M into
1,044 community projects and multi-sector partnerships. Projects aim to enhance economic well-being,
foster more active lifestyles, support child and youth development, provide spaces for people to come
together and connect, and create a more sustainable environment. Visit otf.ca to learn more.
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